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Welcome to Wedmore
First School Academy
We hope this prospectus provides you with a taste of our school and
demonstrates the ways in which we can promote your child’s personal and
educational development and encourage them to achieve their full potential.
Our philosophy is simple – to provide children with a safe, secure and above all happy learning experience.
Working alongside pupils, their parents and carers, we not only seek to give our children a sound
educational grounding, but to stimulate and challenge them and enhance their self confidence. We value
the whole child and it is important to us that our children learn self worth and feel secure in the belief
that what they feel matters, what they say is heard and that what they do has consequences for themselves
and the people with whom they live, learn and work. We teach each child to value and respect the views
and rights of others in the school and in the wider community with which we maintain close links.
Please feel free to visit the school, meet the team and experience our ethos first hand. We are very proud
of our school and hope it is one in which you would be happy to place your child.
We look forward to meeting you.
Yours sincerely

Jackie Hipwell
Head Teacher
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Our Vision and
Mission Statement:

“

We are a caring school where all are valued, cared
for and encouraged to achieve in every way.
At Wedmore First School Academy we are
committed to working together, valuing each child
as a whole and developing our children’s curiosity
and enthusiasm for learning through an exciting
and innovative curriculum. We strive to encourage
every pupil to develop their confidence and potential.
Our wish is to provide children with a firm foundation
in preparation for life’s challenges and to take away
happy memories of their early years with us.

“

About Our School
Established in 1876, Wedmore First
School Academy is located in an
exceptionally beautiful and unspoiled
Somerset village, surrounded by
orchards and farmland, and alongside
the local playing fields and tennis
courts. We play an integral role in the
life of Wedmore village, which enjoys
a particularly strong and vibrant

sense of community. Our staff
and pupils participate in numerous
local events and regularly attend
services at St. Mary’s Church.
Although not affiliated to a particular
religious body, religious education
at the school is Christian-based
and non-denominational.
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Your
Child’s Learning
In our experience, high expectations lead to high
achievements. Such achievements are celebrated and
we ensure everyone is valued as an individual and enjoys
success and praise during their time in school.
Children make progress at their own rates and in their own ways and
we realise the importance of building on the strengths and overcoming the
weaknesses of each and every child while at the same time, boosting their
self confidence. The curriculum is therefore broad and balanced, designed
to capture their interest and spark their imagination. They will be introduced
to new ideas, helped to develop important skills and good attitudes, and will
be encouraged to become more independent as they progress through the
school. The class teacher, who will get to know your child very well, will
be pleased to involve you in their life at school.

Special Educational Needs
Children’s progress is constantly
monitored and assessed and careful
records are kept. Occasionally
we find that a child does not make
the progress we expect, or could
benefit from some extra help, be it
for educational, personal or social
needs. In consultation with parents,
appropriate steps will be taken
to support the child.
An Individual Education Plan may
be made with targets, review dates
and ideas to help parents to support
their child at home.

Teaching Methods
We use a wide variety of teaching methods to suit the needs of the children and
the nature of the activity. These include whole class, small group and individual
teaching. Children are grouped with consideration for their learning needs.

Our assessment procedures also
identify children of very high
academic ability and work will
be planned to meet the learning
requirements of these children.

Safeguarding Policy
The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff, governors and volunteers
to share this commitment.

Enrichment workshops are run
throughout the year in conjunction
with other schools in the Cheddar
Valley.
Parents are kept fully informed
at every stage.
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The Curriculum
The curriculum comprises all the planned activities
that we organise in order to promote learning, personal
growth and development. A range of extra-curricular
activities is also offered to enrich the experience
of the children.
The Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage makes a crucial contribution to children’s early
development and learning. It develops key skills such as listening, speaking,
concentrating and learning to work and co-operate with others.
We encourage children towards reading, communication and mathematical skills
from the very beginning of their time in school. Much of this earlier learning is
achieved through first hand experiences and carefully structured play. Outside
play is also important and is incorporated into each school day, with
the reception classes having their own specially equipped outdoor area.
Reading is taught through a variety of different structured reading schemes
with a wide range of books organised and graded to help consolidate children’s
key vocabulary. We encourage parents to support their child at home by
hearing them read on a daily basis.
Assessments of development and learning needs will be ongoing throughout
the school year and we are always pleased to involve parents and discuss
ways in which they can assist their child with their learning.
Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7) and Key Stage 2 (ages 7-9 years)
The curriculum consists of four core subjects: English / Mathematics /
Science / Information Communication Technology (ICT)

Religious Education and
Collective Worship
Non-denominational Religious
Education is provided for all children
as part of the curriculum and is
in accordance with the locally agreed
Religious Education syllabus.
Our daily assembly is an important
part of the school day when we meet
together as a community and it is
a time when we place emphasis
on the development of values
and attitudes towards each
other and the world around us.
Assemblies are non-denominational
and although they are of a broadly
Christian nature, due consideration
is given to the multicultural society
in which we live.
Parents have the right to withdraw
their children from religious
education and collective worship
should they so wish and should
inform us in writing if this is
the case. Their child can then
be excused and alternative
arrangements can be made.

Children also study the subjects below as part of the National Curriculum.
These are called foundation subjects.
Art and Design / Design Technology (DT) / History / Geography/ Music/ Physical
Education (PE) / Modern Foreign Languages (French and Spanish).
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Wedmore First
School Academy
Extra Curricular Activities
We offer a wide variety of clubs
that take place during lunch breaks
and after school. These are run by
members of staff, parents and outside
agencies and include a full fixture list
of sporting activities.
Coaches from sports associations
work with the children on cricket,
football, tennis, and tag rugby,
and Wedmore Tennis Club supports
us by allowing us to use their courts.
In addition to this, the school has
its own outdoor swimming pool which
is used by all the children in the
summer term.
Away from the sports field children
can enjoy country dancing, film
making, arts and craft, chess or
singing, They can also learn to play
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the recorder, violin, guitar, keyboard,
drums, piano, and brass and
woodwind instruments.
Educational Visits
Visits play an essential role in our
work and take place on a regular
basis. Destinations range from places
in the locality such as the church,
local farms and the village, to the
residential trip for children in year 4.
Home Learning
Homework is set regularly to support
learning done in school. Our policy
is however that it should be enjoyable,
interesting and manageable, so tasks
vary considerably and range from
daily reading, researching a topic
or practicing spellings, to playing
a maths game with their parents
or visiting a local place of interest.

© Adrian Warren/www.lastrefuge.co.uk

The Environment
Respect for the world around
us underpins our school’s
environmental education policy. Our
school is one of the few in Somerset
to have a thriving and growing Green
Group with close links to Wedmore’s
own Green Group, an organisation
whose expertise and advice
has helped shape our building
refurbishment programme. We have
also invested in efficient eco friendly
energy sources.
Through our allotment the pupils
are involved in the planting and
growing of vegetables which supply
our kitchen. We are proud of the
Eco-school silver award we already
hold and are working towards
gaining our gold.

Behaviour

We praise positive behaviour, attitude and effort and
seek to increase children’s awareness of the need
to make a positive contribution to their community.
When pupils need reminding of the rules, this is done
quietly and calmly with the aim of them getting back
on task as soon as possible.
Pupils are encouraged to take
responsibility for their actions and
respect the views of others, but
we also aim for each child to feel
respected in their own right.
From regular ‘grumble time’ to the
‘open door’ policy of our Headteacher

and Senior Leader, every child
has a regular opportunity to voice
his or her worries, grievances and
complaints. Each class is also
represented on the School Council
which meets regularly to discuss
ideas and any concerns the children
have about the school.

Working together to
improve behaviour
We keep parents informed
of incidents of unacceptable
behaviour and will work closely
with them to rectify the situation.
Ideally standards set at home and
school should complement each
other with sanctions adopted
outside school reinforcing those
being used in school.
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Attendance
Wedmore First School Academy is a caring and
welcoming school where children enjoy learning
and are keen to attend.

We expect that you will:

Registers are accurately and
punctually taken at the beginning
of both morning and afternoon
registration. If pupils arrive after
the close of the register (9.00am
in the morning) without a written
explanation, a late mark will be
recorded. If a child arrives after
9.30am it will be recorded as
late absence and counted as an
unauthorised absence. The pupil’s
name is recorded in the absence
book in case of a fire drill.

• Always ensure that your child
arrives at school punctually and
fully prepared for the school day.

Attendance statistics are displayed
and published and registers
monitored. Parents/carers are
informed in writing of irregular
attendance and meetings arranged if
necessary. If the irregular attendance
continues, the family may be referred
to the Education Welfare Officer.

• Always encourage regular
school attendance and be aware
of your legal responsibilities.

• Ensure that you contact the
school whenever your child
is unwell and unable to
attend school.
• Contact the school by 9:00am
on the first day of the child’s
absence and telephone or
e-mail every day thereafter
unless your child has a
doctor’s certificate.
• Contact us promptly whenever
any problems occur that may
keep your child away from school.
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Parents
and the School
You are your child’s first
and most important
educator and we value
the important role you
have to play.
On a day to day basis, our teachers
value your input and are available
at the end of school to discuss any
immediate concerns you may have.
More formal appointments can
also be made.
Parent/teacher consultation evenings
are held in the autumn and spring
terms, while curriculum evenings
and workshops are offered regularly
to update you. Once a term the school
also invites you into the classroom
to have a good look around and see
your child’s work. We also welcome
you to watch the assemblies, shows
or concerts in which your child
is participating. Furthermore,
a school newsletter is distributed
every Friday, and the school website
is regularly updated.

Finally, all parents are automatically
members of the Wedmore First
School Academy PTA, and are welcome
to attend meetings and help out as
much as they feel able. The Friends
hold various fundraising and social
events throughout the year, which
are not only great fun, but raise
money for resources that might not
otherwise be available to the school.
Extended School Provision
Our breakfast, after school and
holiday clubs provide busy working
families with valuable peace of
mind. They also allow children to
mix socially out of school hours
and are an increasingly popular part
of the support we offer to parents
and carers.

Food and Drink
We run our own school kitchen
and the children can have a
freshly cooked meal or a
school packed lunch each day.
Alternatively they can bring a
packed lunch from home.
Water is available at all times.
Children in Foundation and Key
Stage 1 have a piece of fruit each
day which they eat at afternoon
break time and we encourage
all children to bring a fruit or
vegetable snack for mid
morning break.

Welfare
The health and welfare of your child
is our first priority. We will always
contact you if we have any concerns.
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Starting School
Children are admitted to school
at the beginning of the academic
year in which they become five. It is
quite usual for some to reach five
just as they start school while others
may not reach that age until the next
summer. This inevitably means that
there will be a difference in the stage
of development that each child
has reached.

Preparation for school
During the summer term before your
child starts, you have the opportunity
to take part in our extensive induction
programme. This comprises several
coffee mornings, a chance to meet
the teacher and a parent’s induction
meeting. For the children it comprises
story times and a number of sessions
in school with their class teacher.

At Wedmore First School Academy
all children start school part time
at the beginning of September and
become full time pupils before the
half term holiday.

Uniform is worn at
Wedmore First School
Academy to develop a
sense of pride in being
a member of the school
community.
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Admissions
School Terms
Autumn term:
September – Christmas
Spring term:
January – Easter
Summer term:
April – July
During each term there is a half
term break usually of one week.
Dates for INSET (Staff Training
Days) days are published at the
beginning of the autumn term.
Term dates for the current year
are on our school website or
available from the school office.
The Trustee Body of Wedmore First
School Academy is the admissions
authority for the school The school’s
admissions policy reflects current
legislation determined by the
Department of Education.
The school places no constraints on
who may apply for entrance to the
school. Children are admitted without
reference to ability or aptitude. The
application process for admission to
the reception year (the first year of
compulsory schooling) is coordinated
by Somerset Local Authority which
offers places on behalf of the Trustees.

The admissions procedure is clearly
explained in the ‘Information for
Parents’ booklet that is published
each autumn by the Somerset
Local Authority .
Parents should contact the school
directly about applying for a school
place at any other time. The full
admissions policy is available on our
website or from the school office.

And Finally …………
Should you wish to visit or
request a place for your child at
our school, we would be delighted
to welcome you.

Please contact us on
01934 712643 or email
office@wedmore.somerset.sch.uk
to meet the Headteacher and see
the school at work.

School Admissions
01934 712643
office@wedmore.somerset.gov.uk
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Type and age range: First
School 4 – 9 years
Headteacher:
Ms Jackie Hipwell
Chair of Governors:
Mr Andy Reeson
School Hours:
Foundation Stage & Key
Stage One
Morning
8:50 - 12:15
Afternoon
1:15 - 3:25
Key Stage Two
Morning
8.50 - 12:40
Afternoon
1:40 - 3:25
Local Authority:
Somerset County Council
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 4DY
Telephone: 0845 3459122

Telephone: 01934 712643
Fax: 01934 713586
Email: office@wedmore.somerset.sch.uk
Website www.wedmorefirstschool.org.uk
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